


‘ff’ and ‘ss’

The /f/ and /s/ sounds at the end of short words are usually spelt 
with the digraph ‘ff’ or ‘ss’ if they come after a e i o u (a vowel).

off puff sniff

miss hiss less



‘ff’ and ‘ss’

The /f/ and /s/ sounds at the end of short words are usually spelt 
with the digraph ‘ff’ or ‘ss’ if they come after a e i o u (a vowel).

Can you air write an 
‘ss’ with your finger?

Can you write a ‘ff’
on your table?

Can you write either 
an ‘ss’ or an ‘ff’ on a 

partner’s back? 

Can they tell what 
letters you have 

written?



Be Careful!

Some words don’t follow the usual rule.

In these words, the /f/ or /s/ sound come after a single vowel but 
they are spelt with a single letter.

us if bus yes



Here are this week’s spellings to practise.

off

puff

sniff

if

miss

hiss

less

us

bus

yes




