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The need to store things led
to the dewelopment of
containers, first among them
bhags of fibre or leather,
w.onen hoskets and pottery.
But clay lends itself to many
other purposes: hricks,
tablew.are, statuettes,
funerary offerings, jewellery,

toys .and games etc.
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How mwould they have heen used by the

Ancient Egyptians?
Make close observations. What .do you see?
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Mummification was a process used in ancient Egypt. They would store a dead person’s organs
in canopic jars. This was to make sure that they had them for the afterlife. The heart was left
in the person’s body for extra weight. It was believed that a person is weighed in the afterlife
to decide if that person had lived a good life or not.

Before placing the organs inside the jars, they were dried in a special salt to preserve them.

It was believed that a person's body would be pieced back together when in the afterlife, just
like the god Osiris. Osiris himself was put back together by the goddess Isis before he became
the god of the afterlife.

Canopic jars are four clay pots. Each pot was decorated and had a different head of the sons
of the god Horus on top. Each god protected a different organ. Hapi protected the lungs,
Qebehnsenuf protected the intestines, Duamatef protected the stomach and Imstey protected
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A method of artificial preservation, called
mummification was developed by the ancient
Egyptians. During the process of mummification,
all of the major organs were removed and placed
in canopic jars. g [
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Each Canopicjarguarc!ecl a different organ.

T

I. lmsctg had a human heacl, Protectecl the liver.
vl erehsenwc had the head of a falcon and guardecl

the intestines.
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the stomach. i 8
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