
Stage: List:

The short vowel sound /e/ spelt ea.

1 19



What is the rule?

• The short vowel sound of /e/ is sometimes spelt ea. 
This digraph for a short vowel sound is usually found 
in the middle of a word. 

• For example, head.



Spellings

head wealth

meant threat

teach dead

real each

beak reach

leave lead

bread sweat

peach deaf

instead leaf

Stage: 1 The short vowel sound /e/ spelt ea. 

Name:List: 19

Long /ē/ words Short /e/ words

Sort the words between the buckets. Can you add any of your own words?



Spellings

head wealth

meant threat

teach dead

real each

beak reach

leave lead

bread sweat

peach deaf

instead leaf

Stage: 1 The short vowel sound /e/ spelt ea. 

Answers:List: 19

Long /ē/ words Short /e/ words

Sort the words between the buckets. Can you add any of your own words?

head bread

meant

teach
real

beak
leave peach

instead

wealth

threatdead
each

reach
lead

sweat

deaf

leaf



Spellings

head

meant

wealth

threat

dead

bread

instead

sweat

spread

deaf

Stage: 1 The short vowel sound /e/ spelt ea. 

Name:List: 19

Your word Your definition

Use a dictionary to find out what your spellings mean.  

Create your own definition for 5 of your words. 



Spellings 1st Attempt 2nd Attempt 3rd Attempt 4th Attempt 5th Attempt

head

meant

wealth

threat

dead

bread

instead

sweat

spread

deaf

Stage: 1 The short vowel sound /e/ spelt ea. 

Name:List: 19


