
A guide to... 

Skara Brae 
What is Skara Brae? 
 
Skara Brae is an archaeological site in Orkney that 
shows the remains of a Neolithic village. It was probably 
inhabited between 3200 BC and 2200 BC. There are eight 
houses that are linked together by a series of low 
passageways. The houses are made of stone and each one 
is just one single room with furniture such as beds and 
dressers. The evidence has revealed that the settlement 
was inhabited for about 600 years before the last people 
moved away from Skara Brae at the beginning of the 
Bronze Age. 

When was Skara Brae rediscovered? 
 
The Neolithic settlement of Skara Brae was discovered 
almost by accident during a powerful storm in 1850. The 
wind was so strong that the sand, earth and plants that 
had been covering the houses for hundreds of years 
were blown away to reveal the outlines of a set of 
ancient dwellings. After further digging, archaeologists 
were able to uncover the remains of a Stone Age 
settlement. 

 
 



Why is Skara Brae important? 
 
The discovery of Skara Brae became one the Britain’s 
most important archaeological findings. Skara Brae is 
the best-preserved Neolithic village in Northern Europe 
and the excellent condition of the settlement gives us an 
important insight into what communities in the Neolithic 
period might have been like. The settlement is so well 
preserved that there is even furniture inside the houses. 
Archaeologists were also able to uncover a wealth of 
Stone Age artefacts that give us important clues about 
this period of history. 

What would it have been like at 
Skara Brae during the Stone Age? 
 
The many pieces of evidence discovered at Skara Brae 
give us important insights about what life might have 
been like there. Crop remains and bones found there show 
us that people would have been farmers, cultivating 
crops like barley and rearing sheep and cattle for food. 
The kind of tools that have been discovered show us that 
people would also have had to hunt for additional meat 
and fish. We also know that the inhabitants were skilled 
craftspeople because jewellery and handmade bowls 
have also been discovered. The lack of weapons found 
demonstrates that people were not likely to have been 
warriors and probably lived peaceful lives. 

 


