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LO: I am learning to 
understand the purpose of 

canopic jars.



Art Reading.notebook

2

February 24, 2021

This half term in Art, you 
will be learning all about 
Canopic Jars ; what they 
are, what they were used 
for and how they were 

made. 

You will then make your 
own jars using carving 

techiques and clay.
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Key
Vocabulary

Slip

Join

Score

Container

Clay

Pattern

Slab

Construct

Model

Carve

Design

Sketch

Natural

ManMade

Can you find out what these words mean?
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The need to store things led 
to the development of 

containers, first among them 
bags of fibre or leather, 

woven baskets and pottery. 
But clay lends itself to many 

other purposes: bricks, 
tableware, statuettes, 

funerary offerings, jewellery, 
toys and games etc.
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Why do you think they clay was used?
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Why do you think they used clay?

Clay was easily 
available to the 
Egyptians.  

https://www.sciencelearn.org.nz/resources/1771whatisclay

https://www.historyforkids.net/egyptianpottery.html

Who else was 
making pottery
during this period?

https://www.sciencelearn.org.nz/resources/1771-what-is-clay
https://www.historyforkids.net/egyptian-pottery.html
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What do 
you notice?

What could these be?
How would they have been used by the 

Ancient Egyptians?
Make close observations. What do you see?

Who might they belong to?
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Reading Session
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Reading Answers

1) Qebehnsenuf the 
falcon 

2) Hapi the Baboon

3) Imesty the human

4) Duamatef the jackal
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What have 
you 

learned?

https://youtu.be/WKtbgpDfrWI

https://youtu.be/WKtbgpDfrWI
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A method of artificial preservation, called 
mummification was developed by the ancient 
Egyptians. During the process of mummification, 
all of the major organs were removed and placed 
in canopic jars.

Each canopic jar guarded a different organ. 
1. Imsety had a human head, protected the liver.
2. Qebehsenuf had the head of a falcon and guarded 
the intestines. 
3. Hapy had a baboon head protected the lungs.
4. Duamatef had the head of a jackal, and guarded 
the stomach.

Canopic Jars! Summary
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