Starring
HICCUP

from

CRESSIDA & B COWELL

HOW TOBE A




R

G ather ro“hc{
5aigd the adnceent crab
and hear the {ale of-

OW TO BE A
VIKING

R |
e G &

by Cressida Cowell
i

‘@'\
“y .



lB(mg.. ago, in a fierce and frosty land, there lived a

small and lonely Viking, and his name was Hiccup.



Vikings were enormous roaring
burglars with bristling
moustaches, who sailed all
over the world and took
whatever they wanted.
Hiccup was tiny and

thoughtful and polite.
The other Viking children
wouldn’t let him join in their rough Viking games.
Hiccup was frightened of spiders. He was frightened of

thunder. He was frightened of sudden loud noises.




But, most of all, he was frightened of going to sea for

the very first time. . . next Tuesday.
Hiccup wasn't sure he was a Viking at all.



Hiccup’s

father was

Wherever Stoick
walked the ground
trembled, flowers
wilted and bunnies
fainted. He hadn’t
brushed his beard in

thirty years.
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hoomed Stoick the Vast.
'‘Girlies don't have beards,” Hiccup pointed out,
but no one listened to him.
And when IIicc-up told his father he was frightened of
going to sea, Stoick laughed his enormous Viking laugh
until the salty tears ran down to his enormous hairy feet.
You can’t be frightened, little Hiccup.
Vikings don’t get frightened.’
And he sang the Viking Song:
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He patted Hiccup on the head and went off to do
three hundred press-ups before breakfast.

‘Oo-er,” thought Hiccup. ‘It all sounds very dangerous.’

;7 \So Hiccup went to see the oldest Viking of all, Old Wrinkly
I ~ ™ .
i ) himself, whose barnacled beard fell down to his toes.

b ~our Saltiness,” he whispered (for Hiccup had beautiful
‘ g - . . .
manners), ‘do Vikings ever get frightened?”



‘Little grandson,” wheezed Old Wrinkly,

and his breath was like being kissed by
mackerel, Tve been wondering
about the answer to that
question myself. The sea is

full of trials and terrors.

But it is also full of
marvels and miracles.
Go to sea and you can
tell me if Vikings ever

get frightened.’




i\

W
¢ ~ So, at a quarter to nine on a breezy Tuesday. . .
< Sa /24 t/

o)
-



first time.
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Hiccup went to sea for th



At half past nine, Hiccup

was wishing he hadn’t
eaten those two smallish
haddock for breakfast.

> At a quarter
to ten he was feeling

very peculiar indeed.

& And, at half past ten,
; \A~ he wished he was dead. P
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‘1 feel seasick,” he

said to his father.

‘Vikings don't get seasick,’
said Stoick the Vast.




But this one was, all over Stoick's feet.

Hiccup got sicker and sicker. . .

. .and the storm got wilder and wilder.



Stoick the Vast sang the Viking Song at the storm.
But the storm took no notice.

A great wave came up and soaked him.
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‘We're lost,” said Stoick the Not-So-Vast-After-All. And a funny
thing happened. His face began to turn a greenish hue, and

he thought of the thirty-seven largish haddock he had had
for breakfast. . . and his stomach began to heave.



And then all the Vikings turned a pretty green colour and all their
stomachs heaved and with an almighty rush they ran to the side. . .



‘Well, well,” said Hiccup. ‘It appears
that Vikings DO get seasick.’

And immediately he began to feel better. ‘

“This direction!” shouted Hiccup.



But the Vikings were too busy
being seasick to steer the boat.
So Hiccup began to take charge.
And a funny thing happened.
The more he steered, the better he felt.



As he headed for home that stormy wind filled the sails, and the
boat skimmed over the ocean at one thousand miles an hour.
Out of the depths of the sea came shoals of flying fish, and

leaping dolphins, and strange whales with horns like unicorns,



There were eels that lit up like lightbulbs, and nameless things

with enormous eyes that no one had ever seen before — all
following Hiccup the Viking as he steered that ship at
rremendous speed towards home,



‘Nice breezy day,” hummed Hiccup as he

steered into the harbour.

‘So tell me,” said Old Wrinkly — and
his old whelk eyes might have
been twinkling — ‘do Vikings

ever get frightened? "
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‘Sometimes they do,’ said Stoick the Vast.

‘But they get over it," said Hiccup the Viking.

“‘That's what makes them so BRAVE.'
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‘Cowell’s HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON
books are national treasures.’
THE TIMES

¢ Always thrilling, funny and beautifully illustrated,’
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