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WE know many people are worrying about the coronavirus, so we just want
to point out again that it’s not as scary as some people want you to believe,

by lan Eddy

Although some sections of the media
have been making us believe the worst
about the new coronavirus, COVID-19,
health officials in the UK say that the
“rizk to individuals remains low™.

There were some scary-sounding
headlines on Monday about how the
number of UK cases had doubled, but
that only meant it had gone from four
to eight, which is still pretty small.

Az we went to press, the coronavirus

had killed 1,U10 peopie in Chena. Uniy
two deaths, in the Phifippines and Hong
had occurred anywhere elze. In
Britain, 1,114 people have been tested,
but only eight had the virus, and four of
those caught it from the same person.
Mozt people only have mild symptoms,
and most of the people who died
were either old or had 3 serious health
condition, such as cancer or lung disease.
“The overall pattern has not changed,”
said World Hezlth Organization (WHO)
bozs Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus.
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Meain pac: » toskrist in Knthmandu didar't Set his tace
mask get in the way of 2 good saifie, Above and fas
jeft: the Chinese Gty of Wehan s the centre of the
outbreak and has been virtually shut down, 5o streets
are deserted and trains sre all stuck in the depot

“Y9% of reported cases are in China, and
most cases are mild.”

Obwviously for any famiies who have
lost someone, the deaths are 3 tragedy,
but the media haz been doing 2 very

good job of scaring people unnecessarily.

The flu kills up to 650,000 people every
year around the world, and we hardly
talk about that. We told you fast week
that 456 pedestrians were killed on UK
roads in 2018, but did you also know
that in 2014, 732 people in the UK died
from falling down stairs? Whether you

picked up this issue of First News by
waliing downstairs, walking to school or
waliing to the shops to buy it, all of those
things are statistically speaking more
dangerous, but you're still here, right?

So enjoy the rest of your day and don™t
worry too much about some of the
headlines.

There's been a lot of fake news: sbout
this outbreak, so for reliable info see the
WHO or Government’s websites:

B tingurl com/whocv2019
W www.govuk/health-and-social-care
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