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Fairisle Ambassadors attend Mayflower 400 Concert
On Friday 6th March, Miss Sweed and I had the pleasure of
taking three children to The Mayflower theatre to be VIP
guests at a performance of Southampton: A Musical Odyssey,
as part of the commemoration of Mayflower 400.
Our children had helped to compose some of the music for the
event alongside James Redwood and the performance last
Friday week was an opportunity to listen to the final outcomes.
We were welcomed into the Empire Suite at the theatre, where
we met staff from the Southampton Music Hub, theatre trustees
as well as councillors and officers
from Southampton City Council.
We met Kath Page, who heads the
city’s Music Hub and the Sheriff of
Southampton, Councillor Susan
Blatchford. We had a great evening,
and we managed to eat lots of sweets throughout the performance and we were very proud
when the Master of Ceremonies gave our school a couple of great shout outs!

Sport Update
Over the past couple of weeks, our Lower and Upper
School Cross Country teams have participated in the
city events at the Sports Centre.
Our Year 3/4 team ran two weeks ago and we had
some great results but it was very cold and blowy at
the sports centre on the day.
Last Friday it was the turn of our Year 5/6 team and
they also ran really well in slightly warmer weather.
Very well done to all our athletes.

All our Year 6 pupils as well as others across the
school participated in the Saints Foundation World
Book Day competition to design a super hero and
the results were brilliant. We passed all the entries
to Mr Ryan last week and we await the results with
interest. Very well done to all the children who took
part. I looked through all the entries and they were really impressive.
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Last week, a number of our Year 5 children were involved in Bikeability cycle
training. The children got opportunities to test their skills and confidence in a
range of settings, in school and out on the road, and
learn important skills that will help them through life.
As usual, the trainers were very complimentary about
our children. They told me everyone listened well and
were focused through the sessions. Just what I would
have expected. Well done everyone.
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Health Update
Just to reassure parents and families that since the half term holiday, we
have continued to reinforce the need for all our children (and staff) to wash
their hands during the day, particularly after going to the toilet, before
eating and after sneezing into a tissue. Thank you for supporting good
healthy practices at home.
We have increased the number of cleaning hours in our school to ensure
that we are covering all areas as effectively as possible. Thank you to our
site and cleaning teams for being flexible.
We have also cancelled assemblies for the time being so we are minimising the number of whole
school gatherings at the moment.

As the Government guidance to schools has now changed we will continue to communicate to parents
at both schools by letter, through the junior school Twitter feed and our website, and through the
infant school Parents’ App. Thank you for your on-going understanding during these tricky times.
Please remember to follow the latest Government guidance, that if anyone in your household has a
new continuous cough and/or a high temperature (37.8 degrees or higher), then you MUST stay at
home for 14 days. Please follow our school Twitter feed @FairisleJS.

Year 4 Children on the Radio
Each morning this week at 7.55am, some of our Year 4 children have
been answering Alun and Lou’s Big Questions in the Quiz the Kids slot on
Radio Solent. They had a brilliant time a few weeks ago with reporter
Pippa Jones when she came into school. My task was to say what I
thought the children’s answers would be BEFORE the day!
Our children were great ambassadors for our school.
Each interview has now been uploaded to our Twitter feed.

Keeping Healthy During the School Closure
Firstly, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your understanding and support
through these unprecedented times. Please be assured that I will continue to update you as the
situation changes and we will continue to work for the best interests of all our children.
Remember to stay safe and ensure that your children and family all observe the social distancing
guidelines that have been shared by the government so that your children are not mixing socially in a
way that could continue the spread of the virus.
Please do not worry too much about your child’s education. Every child is in the same position and
when we are back in the classroom, we will focus on their learning together once again. While your
child is at home, please try to make the learning as engaging and as enjoyable as possible.
If I can leave you with one thing, it’s this: At the end of all this, your child’s mental health will be
more important than their academic skills. How they felt during this time will stay with them long
after the memory of what they did during the next few weeks has gone. Keep that in mind every
single day and be kind to everyone during these uncertain times.
Very best wishes to each and every one of you.

Peter Howard
On behalf of all the Governors and Staff at Fairisle Junior School
If you do not already follow us on Twitter, please find us at @FairisleJS
Remember that our school website is the go to place for Home Learning here.

